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Mz. Fatherine ¥, Rialeson
Lonisiana Board of Lithles
2415 uail Drive

Third Flaoar

Balon Rouge, LA TOFDE

Re: Ordinange
Iegr Hak:

Thank you for the opporiunily to vicit and the pleasure of making

your acguainkancs by telephone. Baped on my molcA 7 am providing
an explanation and information for your consideretien, direction
and revicw. Fleage econtadl me when you hawve had an opportunity
la review the letter. I am happy to ageisl further in any
maNDeY .

My summary ol the sitwalion, circumAtanccs, and relationabipe im
ap followe:

1. The matler beforo the City Council wae an appezl fron a
decision of ihe Metropolilan Shreveporli Zoning Board of
Appeals  [(ABA), ocape BAC-68-02, Plaza Investments ITT1,
L.L.¢., 600 Market &treet. The epplicant was regquesling
4 Special Exception Usc in a B-4 District for a lounge
with consumption of alecholic beverages on the
premiscy, The YBEA approved the appliication, and tLhat
docision wan appealed te Lhe City Couneil . The City

Coungil voted 7-0 bo roverpe the decision of the 2Lk
and deny the application,

2. Iformation Jorwarded for your review dated September
26, A002 was a result of & dipcuseion with Me. Julie
Flags, Assistant Cily Attorney for the Shreveport City
Council end Mr. ArLhur o, Thompaea, Clerk of the
Shroeveport City Council. A ¢opy of the statuts, R.S.
d2:1120, ftryom Ms. dlass indicated that T could vobe on
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Lhie particular matter because of tLhe relationshipe
Lhat 1 had with all intercsted parties. This vote was
baged on 21! objective information 1 roceived from all
partieg involvod.

Mr. F. Feith Yodaro, Pregident of M. 1. Bakh Compaty
has been o friend and buminess acguaintance of mine for
oWer 10 veara. {wr agency hac done busincss with M. T,
Bath Company afince its formation jn 1550, Mr. Todaro
regquesled  in 2001 that I review his  eolimercial
ineurance based on difficulties with the exifpting
ingurance company. I furnished thim commeredal
insurance Ifor property and casualty purpozes  with
expanded coverages, recommendations and a  superior
contractual agreement al. g significant savinge. Thia
business came from Mr. Todaro's request for assistance.
Due te  the eclope  proximity = of the proposed
establishmenlt Mr. Todaro was ngeinst granting Lhe
zoning variance for a Jiguor-disponsing establishment .

Mr, Andrew M. Taft., ireclor of  the DownLown
Dovelopmenl Authority, et al has heen a personal friend
gince his eppointment to this pogition.  Bubregquent Lo
hiz appointmeot. he moved 1o a howe in our ne:d ghborhood
and iz situated one hlock from our homno as well oaps my
Insurance/Cily Counci! office. Mr. 1aft has beon a
peraonal friemd and insured since his  arrival in
Shreveport. ur agency has  provided comnercoial
iln=urance on various parts of Lhe Dowatewn Developmernt
Authority and Downbtown Shreveporl Unlimited since ita
formation in the 1570's. Mr. Talt was aleo ppposed to

the grating of this wariance,

Mr. Lavid Narter and Dyr. Tobin Grigeby are [riende and
clienta who own the bujlding directly east acroas

Market Streot Fron Lhe applicant's proposed
catablishment. Ur, Grigeby and T have known cach okher
gince grade achool. Mr. Hartor and I have hech

aeguainted for ower 10 yeara, They are developing 224
Milam inte conduminiums and conLtacted me approximately
i yeare ago concerning agsistance. DLr. erigsby and Mr.
Harter were opposed to the granting of thie variance
duc te bthe cleee proximibty to Lheir condominium PEOJOOL
and the Tact thal tamilies would be liwing wiLhin =&
mattor of yards From this establishment..

Mr. George M. Brewer is an acguaintance. His dauwghter,
Mary, coultacted me concerning  ingurance on the
applicant. She and the applicanl, Mr. Gerkry Gamble,
were acgquainted and worked topether. Har regueoet for
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ingurance was not & reeulo of solicitation, Thoy
needed azpzistance on o bimely bagid, We provided

Idabillity insurance on the properly in order to allow
them to mowve forward with theirx efforts to dewvelop the
property. This pwldicy was written at Lhe roguest of
the client and withoul. pelicitation from Ehe Agencoy.
Mr. Gamble, opwner of tha proposed eptablipghment wap
dAasirous of securing the verisnce approval Ao that he
could open this business.

i I hawve baen a ducs paying member of NDowntown Shreveport.
Imlimited and its affiliated groups epince ite formation
in the 128078, 1 =zerved as Preaidenl and Vice-

Preaident of Downtown Shreveport Unlimited during this
pericd of time.

B. The requested copy of the application and kthe land uae
roport are included for your review. Thig roguosk
addregacd the retail loeation to dispense alcoholic
heverages and could gonerally be described as a "bar®.

9. When I realiwed Lhe nmumerous relationships 1 spoke
personally with Mr. Arthur G. Thompepon and Ms. Julie
Glaas ooncerning my ahility teo wvote. The: =#LAEUEE

provided by M. Glass with a copy Lo Mr. Thompesoo
incddeated that 1 could cagl my vobte subject ta an
ohijcotive decision making process based on the tnumerous
relativnshipg,  With that information io hand I cast a

vole agalnst the applicalion, The wote made hy the
Shreveport City Council on Scptember 24, A002 To deny
the application werp & for and one againpl. The  ZlA

deciaion wag thusg reverced and Lhe application denied
by & majority.

1 have always made ceriain during Lhe past 11 yesrs that T have
gerved on Lho oily Council to debermine io each instence my
ahilily to vote pubject to the Jaws of the State of Iouigriana and
the rules of the Council and in good conscience with the cath of
office. T rolged the guestion of recusing mysell from the vote
bamed on the involvement ol all partics, When 1 spoke to MAa.
lagAa she indicabted there war @ provision in the statule for
comelidering my responeibililies and ¢asting a volte. Fased on the
written information that I roguested, 1 ftelk and #1311 feel that
the decicion was objective hased on all facts and was in no way
in conflicl wilh by responeibilities,

Thank vou for your consideration and review of this rogoest. The
letter forwarded by Taczimile toe Mr. Thompson, dated September
2&, 2002 ig enecloscd [or your review. Ar reguesiod 1 have
attcesbted below to the truthfulness of bhe facla and the basis for
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@hjs decision. 1 declars and atktest that the Toregoing
infortmaticon ie the truth.
WITHLEESSHS -

;,!f%f;?z{ dasd" Chgpoptl -

| JOIlN DAV1D ETEWART

a/\afwé (BICLEN { ]

PAR1EN OF CADDO
STATE O LOULE1ARA

SNORN T AND SUBSCRIBEDR bBelore e, the undersigned
authority, by the aforeraid JOMN DAVID BETEWART, known to me Lo he
the person who attceslod Lo the factna Hlated here:n, ol this the
18" day of Dotober, 2002 )

ﬁf Ed
Milnif Y.
Th and

ouisiana
My Cotumiésslon is for 1LilkFE,
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